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1. Easlc American position remains as stated on previous visit. 

2. Americans genidbnely at loss to understand motive for DRV 
attacks on destroyers. In case of August 2 attack, single destroyer had . - 
been far distant — at least 60 miles --at time two islands allegedly attacked 
by GVN forces, and was conducting normal patrol well outside territorial 
waters and in pattern cf three similar patrols in past two years. Americans 
find it hard to believe DRV really supposes destroyers involved in any way 
in alleged GVN attacks. 

3. August 4 attacks, contrary to DRV denials, fully confirmed by 
commanders and senior officers of US Vessels and aircraft as well as by 
plain fact that at least one DRV boat illuminated US destroyer and subjected 
it to direct short-range fire. US ships were of course at least 60 mil es 
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away from DRV coast. In view these facts, Americans could not 
possibly conclude otherwise than that attack was deliberate and planned 
and ordered in advance. 

4. American response was directed solely to patrol craft and 
installations acting in direct support. As President Johnson stated; 

"Cur response for the present will be limited and fitting. M 

5. In view uncertainty aroused by deliberate and unprovoked DRV 
attacks this character, US has necessarily carried out precautiaiary 
deployments additional air power to SVN and ThMLancL 

6. Further, US Congressional Resolution has strongly reaffirmed 
unity and determination US Government and people not only tc with respect 
to any further attacks on US military forces but more broadly to continue 
to oppose firmly, by all necessary means, DRV efforts to subvert and 
conquer SVN and Laos. US believes tensions in area already heightened 

b y continuing DRV actions and now further increased by these DRV 
attacks. 
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